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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

havincr a. face structured by a cut face, 



\/ An ink absorbent formed by fiber material 



y ' 
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2\ An inXabsorbent contained in the housing of 
an ink tank for string ink in the interior thereof 
provided with a supply po^t for leading out ink to the 
outside, and an atmospheric cbnuTiunication port to be 
communicated with the air outside, Bfe^ng formed by 
fiber material having the surface formed at^east by 
thermof orming, wherein 

the face of said ink absorbent facing said supp] 



~oFT~the inner face of said ink tank is a cut face. 



15 3\r An ink absorbent according to Claim 2, wherein 

the fac\ of said ink absorbent abutting upon a rib on 
the inneA face of said ink tank is the non-cut 
thermof orm&f3 face thereof. 
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4.f\n ii£\ absorbent according to Claim 2 or Claim 
3, wherein >tfhe f^ce of said ink absorbent facing the 
atmospheric commuiVcation port of said ink tank is the 
non-cut thermof ormedS face thereof. 
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-.absorbent contained in the housing of 
an ink tank for storing ink in^ETTe^rn4^rior thereof 
provided with a supply port for leading out ink tOs^the 
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outside, and an atmospheric communication port to be 
communicated with the air outside, being formed by 
fibVr material having the surface formed at least by 
thermof orming, wherein 

the face of said ink absorbent facing the plane 
having t\e largest area on the inner face of said ink 
tank is the^ cut face thereof. 

6. An inlcv absorbent according to Claim 5, wherein 
said ink tank comprises a negative pressure generating 
member installationVhamber; a liquid storage chamber 
communicated with said\negative pressure generating 
member installation chamber through communication 
passage to store ink to be supplied to said negative 
pressure generating member installation chamber 
substantially closed with the exception of said 
communication portion; and a partition wall member 
having said communication passage, partitioning said 
negative pressure generating member insta^l^tiQn^ 
^frSmbexand said liquid storage chamber. 
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rovided with a supply port for leading out ink to the 
outside>^§.nd an atmospheric communication port to be 
communicated wrth<the air outside, being formed by 
fiber material having th^syrface formed at least by 
thermof orming , wherein 

two faces of said ink jbso ^hpnt o pp<=> sirt e to ea< 

o1 " 



Sr are the cut faces, 



9. \An ink absorbent according to Claim 8, wherein 
said cut fiaces are parallel in the fiber direction. 



An ink tank containing an ink absorbent 
to -e-ifefeer ■ one of Claim 2 to " Claim 9 in the 




accordi 




interior \hereof , 



An ink absorbent compressed and inserted into 
the Inferior of an ink tank housing for installation to 
retain iVk, wherein 

said VLnk. absorbent is cut into the inner shape of 
the ink tanJt housing under the same condition of 
compression ass at the time of insertion thereof into 
the ink /tanj^_ 



12. An ink absorbent according to Claim 11, 
wherein the degree ofXcompression at the time of 
cutting is lower than that of the compressed state 
after the insertion into\±he ink tank. 
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L3. An ink absorbent according to Claim 12, 
wherei\i said ink absorbent is formed by foaming 
materia^ or fiber material. 

14. \\n ink absorbent according to Claim 11 or 
Claim 12, wtierein said ink absorbent is formed by 
laminating two or more fiber blocks. 



10 



15 



20 




\%T. An iW tank provided with an ink absorbent 
capable of retaining ink, and a housing having said ink 
absorbent installed therein and an atmospheric 
communication portt, wherein 

said ink absorbent is cut into the inner shape of 
the ink tank housina under the same compressed state as 
at the tifffe oLJ-nser-^Lon into the ink tank. 
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AnY^hk jet cartridge comprising: 
an ink tank provided with an ink absorbent capable 
of retaining ink, and a housing having said ink 
absorbent installed thereinA said ink absorbent being 
cut into the inner shape of trte ink tank housing under 
the same compressed state as at\the time of insertion 
into the ink tank; and 

a printing head for discharging ink supplied from 
said ink tank. 



A method for manufacturing 



ink absorbent 



I' • * 
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impressed and inserted into an ink tank housing to be 
ab^Le to retain ink, comprising the following steps of: 

making said ink absorbent to be in the same 
compressed state as at the time of insertion into the 
ink taVk; and 

cubing said ink absorbent into the inner shape of 
said ink \ank housing. 



il 



18\ An \nk tank provided with an ink absorbent 
10 capable of retaining ink, and a housing having said ink 
absorbeiy^iJristairted therein and an atmospheric 
communication pprt\ comprising the following steps of: 

makingv said ink Absorbent to be in the same 
compressed state as atVthe time of insertion into the 
15 ink tank; 

cutting said ink absorbent into the inner shape of 
said ink tank housing; and 

inserting said ink absor6|nt into the ink tank 
housing under compression. 
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